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There’s a place in the upstate of South 
Carolina where aviators unite to experience fun, 
fellowship, and hospitality. You won’t find any wi-fi, but 
you will find a place where every aviator is encouraged 
to come and escape from the stress of everyday life.  
Pat Hartness established the Triple Tree Aerodrome in 
the late 1990’s after he and his many friends outgrew 
the airstrip in his backyard in Greenville, South 
Carolina. Looking for a new place for his friends to fly, 
Pat purchased a 400-acre tract of land 30 minutes 
southeast of Greenville, in the small town of Woodruff, 
South Carolina. Pat’s dream was to create a place  
for all of his friends to fly their general aviation and 
radio control airplanes. Little did he know that he  
was making one of the nation’s most beautiful  
aviation destinations.

After purchasing the property, Pat and his team of 
eager volunteers went to work on developing this 
forgotten about land into an aviator’s dream. They 

worked diligently to clear a path from the north end 
of the property to the Enoree River at the south end. 
After years of hard work, this path would become the 
immaculate 7,000-foot grass runway 3/21 that is the 
cornerstone of the property.

In 2010, the Triple Tree Aerodrome was established 
as a 501c3 non-profit organization to properly “ignite 
and expand the passion for aviation”. In that same 
year, Pat Hartness gave the land he purchased to the 
501c3 as his “gift to aviation”. With the help of many 
volun teers, Pat was able to take Triple Tree from a 
grassroots fly-in at his house to a world-renowned 
aviation destination.

The Triple Tree Aerodrome recently celebrated its  
10th year as a non-profit organization. During that 
time, The Triple Tree Aerodrome has taken on a life of 
its own by hosting over 10 aviation related events a 
year attended by thousands of guests from across  
the globe.

The crown jewel of our General Aviation calendar is 
the Triple Tree Fly-in. Each September, thousands of 
general aviation enthusiasts land on our runway or 
cross through our welcoming gates to spend an entire 
week at Disneyland for pilots! Highlights of the week 
include guest speakers, such as the pilot for Elvis 
Presley and industry leaders from AOPA, EAA, and the 
South Carolina Aeronautics Association. There are also 
hands-on workshops in partnership with Greenville 
Technical College. Perhaps the most popular part of 
the Triple Tree Fly-In is the delicious food served every 
night of the event. Dishes include anything from BBQ, 
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to our famous cook your own steak night! Don’t forget 
about our legendary “Taste of Triple Tree” which treats 
our guests to 19 different food tasting stations.

Adding to our General Aviation Calendar is Triple 
Tree’s commitment to “expand and ign ite the passion 
for aviation”, by establishing the Young Aviators 
Fly-In. This event was founded in 2018 with the goal 
of inspiring one future aviator to pursue a career 
in aviation. In 2019, Triple Tree decided to form the 
first-ever Young Aviators Council of selected young 
aviators from across the United States as the event has 

grown. The council directs, coordinates, and plans the 
Young Aviators Fly-In. No other organization puts so 
much trust in aviation’s future by “handing them the 
controls” to our organization for the weekend.

In addition to the regularly scheduled events, Triple 
Tree is also home to the Aviation Centered Education 
portfolio or ACE for short. ACE is one of the most 
comprehensive offerings of aviation opportunities 
for students of all ages. Each program is designed to 
target a specific need within our aviation community 
and is offered at a free or reduced cost.
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The year 2020 has seen challenges for our nation 
and the Triple Tree Aerodrome was not immune to 
these changes. The COVID-19 global pandemic forced 
the cancellation of all our revenue producing events. 
Faced with our new normal, the Triple Tree Aerodrome 
did not sit in a holding pattern waiting for further 
clearance. We went to an alternate route by hosting 
“Camp and Fly” events. These events were held on 
designated weeks with state and local agencies’ 
support to encourage our aviation family to come and 
camp at Triple Tree. (Camping was open on selected 
weeks and all campers were pre-registered and space 
was limited to help maintain compliance with CDC 
guidelines). We have many amenities like a regular 
campground, but we also have runways, rivers, hiking 
trails, and more to enjoy. These events were split into 
weeks for our Radio Control and General Aviation 
friends. The response has been overwhelming, and 
we look forward to hosting more of these designated 
camping weeks in 2021.

To learn more about our 2021 schedule of events at  
the Triple Tree Aerodrome, and how you can donate  
to honor our 10 years as a non-profit please visit  
www.tta.aero. The Aerodrome is also on Facebook  
at @TripleTreeAero. 


